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The D’Erlanger Family 

Who’s Fingers Reach into  

European Royalty &  

Politics &  American 

Finance &  Industry  
By Patricia A. Hahn 

 
Baron Frederic \Â&jdYf_]j 

Most everyone is familiar 

with the story of the city of 

Timberlake (Erlanger) after 

the Civil War.  The 

community along with the 

rest of Northern Kentucky 

escaped relatively fine. 

Some property such as the 

fine horses owned by 

Hubbard T. Buckner, was 

taken by the Union Army 

but only small skirmishes 

and few causalities 

occurred. Traffic on the 

turnpike continued and the 

agricultural life of the area 

proceeded without slaves.  

The war barely ended, 

however, before talk of a 

southern railroad was heard.  

A titanic struggle developed 

over the proposed route of 

the railroad.  After it was 

decided that Cincinnati and 

Chattanooga would be the 

terminals and that the train 

would be built through 

Kentucky it was time for 

celebration.  February 12,  

 

1874 was one of the most 

important days in 

Timberlakeôs history 

because that was the day 

everyone knew a train depot 

would be built in the town 

of Timberlake ( Erlanger).  

Cincinnati leased the train to 

the Cincinnati, New Orleans 

and Texas Pacific Railway 

Company which was owned 

by an English syndicate 

controlled by Baron 

Frederic Emil dôErlanger.  

Baron dôErlangerôs railroad 

ran from Cincinnati to New 

Orleans and became known 

as the Queen and Crescent 

route.  On July 23, 1877 

Passenger service on the 

Southern was initiated. 

When the name of the city 

needed to be changed 

because too many post 

officeôs had the same name, 

Hannah Bedinger suggested 

Erlanger after the Baron so 

on May 20, 1882 with 

George Bedinger as the 

postmaster our fair city was 

declared Erlanger. 

 

I wanted to do a little 

research about that 

dôErlanger family so that all 

of us had some info about 

the family when we meet 

Mrs. Mary Caroline (Minnie 
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dôErlanger) Churchill ( great 

granddaughter of Baron 

Frederic dôErlanger )on 

March 9, 2010 at our 

Erlanger City Building 

Reception.  Minnie was 

married to Sir Winston 

Churchillôs grandson 

Winston Spencer Churchill. 

 

Father of Frederic Emil was 

Raphael dôErlanger .  

Raphael was involved in 

extensive banking and bill 

transactions.  At 19 years 

old Frederic who was born 

June 19, 1832 in Frankfurt 

am Main, became so 

successful with his father in 

the brokerage business that 

he was appointed Consul 

General and fiscal agent at 

Paris by the Greek 

government.  On June 30, 

1858 Frederic married a 

Frenchwoman, Florence 

Louise Odette Lafitte born 

June 20, 1840 in Paris.  

They had no children and 

their marriage ended in 

divorce in 1862. After his 

divorce he took a trip to 

New Orleans.  He there met 

a beautiful southern lady 

Marguerite Mathilde Slidell 

(born November 19, 1842).  

She was the daughter of the 

influential American 

lawyer, businessman and 

politician  

 
John Slidell. 

Mathilde 

Deslonde Slidell 

Parents of 

 Marguerite Mathilde Slidel l 

John Slidell was an 

Ambassador of the 

confederacy.  Margueriteôs 

mother was Maria Mathilde 

Deslonde born 1795 in New 

Orleans to an influential 

Creole family..  Her 

ancestors came to Louisiana 

in the 17th century from 

Brest, France. The family 

lived on a prosperous 

plantation 90 miles north of 

New Orleans, Louisiana.  

The plantation was called 

Belle Pointe in Laplace, 

Louisiana.  Later the Slidell 

family moved to Paris.  

Marguerite and her sister 

Marie Rosine were very 

beautiful and caused lots of 

excitement in Parisian 

Society.  Her sister Marie 

Rosine married ñCounte de 

Saint-Romanò, she became 

Countess Marie Rosine de 

St. Roman.  

  
Countess Marie Rosine Slidell 

 de St. Roman  

                            
#Yjgf]kk .Yj_m]jal] .Yl`ad\] 4da\]dd \Â&jdYf_]j 

In Paris Marguerite became 

reacquainted with Baron 

Frederic Emile dôErlanger 

and the two were married on 

the 3 of October 1864.  The 

DôErlangerôs built a villa in 

Paris which still exists 

today.  The access road was 

named in their honor Rue 

dôErlanger.  

 

 After the Franco German 

war in 1870 the family 

moved to London.  The 

headquarters of the banking 

house moved there also.  
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The family purchased an 

important villa in London at 

139 Piccadilly; it was the 

former abode of Lord Byron 

the famous British poet. 

Piccadilly Center ( Circus) The 

dôErlanger family became 

British Citizens.  Baron 

Frederic was authorized to 

use his foreign titles of 

nobility. He and Marguerite 

Mathilde were the Baron 

and the Baroness. Four 

children were born to the 

couple: Raphael dôErlanger 

born 1865.  He was a 

zoologist and professor in 

Heidelberg 

Emile dôErlanger Baron 

Beaumont born 1867.  He 

took over the banking 

management 

Baron Frederic Alfred 

dôErlanger called Freddy 

born 1868 worked as a 

banker and was also a 

renowned composer 

Francois Rodolphe 

dôErlanger was a 

musicologist and orientalist.  

He owned a palace Ennejma 

Ezzahra in Sidi Bou Soid, 

Tunisia.  He specialized in 

Arabic Music wrote a 6 

volume work about the 

history of Arabic Music and 

was an artist.  Leo Alfred 

Frederic dôErlanger the son 

of Francois later led the 

dôErlanger businesses. 

  This is a painting done by Francois \Â&jdYf_]j 

of Tunisia  the Garden of  Dar Ennejma Ezzahra 

Palace 

 

The Palace in Tunis Dar Ennema Ezahra 1912 

Purchase your Images of America 
 Elsmere Erlanger Arcadia Book 

At the following places: 
Erlanger City Building 

 Book Signing,  

February 4 at 7 p.m. 

Elsmere City Building 

 Book Signing, 

 February 18 at 7 p.m. 

Elsmere1st Baptist Church 

 Book Signing, 

 February 28 2-3 p.m. 

Erlanger Depot Museum, 

 February 6, 13, 20, 27  

 1-3 p.m. 

 Gate to the Palace It took ten 

years, from 1912 to 1922, for 

the French-German Baron 

Rodolphe d'Erlanger and his 

wife to build this Arabic-style 

inspired palace.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Its sumptuous rooms have 

Arab-Andalusian pieces of 

furniture and ornamentations. 

The garden overlooking the 

bay is gorgeous. Currently, the 

palace is home to the Arab and 

Mediterranean Music Center 

which has the reputation of 

holding the finest concerts. 

The Baron devoted the last 

years of his life to promoting 

Arab-Andalusian music, the 

ma'luf, and collected various 

pieces of this art form. This 

music center is the Baron's 

legacy. A beautiful exhibit of 

musical instruments gives to 

the visitor the opportunity to 

One of the attractions worth seeing 
in Tunis is Dar Ennejma Ezzahra 
which dates back to sometime 
between 1912 and 1922 early in the 
20th century AD. The construction of 
the house is attributed to the French 
Baron Rodolphe d'Erlanger and his 
American wife who tragically lost 
their son during the WWII. The 
building is a typical example of the 
Arabian art and decoration. The 
mansion contains a collection of 
carvings, paintings, gramophones 
and musical instruments which make 
it host classical music performances 
and other artistic events. ...  
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get familiarized with this 

music. There is also a 

collection of art objects, 

notably some Baron's 

paintings, which immerse the 

visitor into the quaint charm of 

the palace. Admission fee is 

now charged to tour the 

palace. 

Fredric was the inventor of 

high risk bonds.  He 

invested in railroads and 

speculated with American 

Southern Cotton during the 

Civil War.  He financed the 

Simplon Tunnels, then the 

largest railroad tunnel in 

Europe.  The bank funded 

the construction of the 

French transatlantic 

telephone cable.  Mathilde 

made the historic 1
st
 call.  

The family was also very 

generous to charities and 

made many donations.  

They gave funds to start up 

a Chattanooga Hospital. 

This Hospital was named 

after Baroness dôErlanger. 

Erlanger hospital is a non-

profit, academic teaching 

center affiliated with the 

University of Tennessee 

College of Medicine based 

in Chattanooga.  I have 

talked several times with 

Susan Sawyer, Publications 

Editor for the Hospital.  She 

is sending the Erlanger 

Historical Society a 

photograph of Margarite 

Matilde Slidell dôErlanger 

which the society has never 

had before and a history of 

the hospital of which she is 

a co-author and includes a 

history of the dôErlanger 

family. Erlanger Hospital is 

a very large health care 

facility with 818 beds. The 

dôErlangerôs were music 

lovers and promoted 

Richard Wagner, a German 

composer-conductor-theater 

director.  He primarily was 

known for his operas. 

Frederic and Margarite 

donated tapestries for the 

Hampton court Palace in 

London, built and originally 

owned by Henry VIII. They 

donated works to the Prado 

in Madrid which is a 

museum and Art gallery.  

Ernest Hemingway was a 

great admirer of the Prado 

and refers to it often in his 

books..  

 

The dôErlangers vacationed 

in the villa Foscari in Mira 

near Venice the villa was 

designed by Andrea 

Palladio the famous Italian 

Architect. It is built beside 

the Brenta Canal.  In 1996 

the Villa was restored and is 

part of the World Heritage 

site and open to the public.   

Vacation house in Venice designed by Andrea 

1YddY\ag af l`] áåààÂk. 

Son of Frederic and 

Margarite: Baron Emile 

Beaumont dôErlanger who 

was the banker. 

 Emile Beaumont 

\Â&jdYf_]j 

His son was Sir Gerard John 

Regis Leo dôErlanger who 

was knighted in 1958.  

Gerard was born June 1, 

1905 and died December 

15, 1962.  He took after his 

father and was Chairman of 

City International Trust 

LTD, General Consolidated 

Investment Trust LTD and 

Moorgate Investment Co., 

LTD. He also was Chairman 

of British Airways, Gerard 

married in 1937 Gladys 

Sammut and lived at 11 

Hyde Park Street in London 

England. 

 

  

 

 

Children of Sir Gerard &  Gladys: 

I. Son-Robin married in 1969 

Hon. Mary Elizabeth 

Josephine Pellew born in 

1947. 

Their 5 children are: 

Sir Gerard John Regis Leo 

\Â&jdYf_]j  

1905-1962 

 

CBE Award  

(Commodore) 
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1.Gerard Pownoll 

dôErlanger (b. 1970) 2. 

Hugh Robin 

dôErlanger(b.1976) 

3.Josephine Louise 

dôErlanger (born 1972) 

4. Marietta Elizabeth 

dôErlanger (b.1974) 5 

Emillia Mary Florence 

dòErlanger (b.1982) this 

is the Emillia that a few 

years ago was tipped as 

a possible bride for 

Prince William of 

Wales. This family lives 

in Tiverton, Devon 

England.   

  
Emillia born 1982 is now engaged to 

David Jardin-Paterson 

 
II.  Daughter Mary 

Caroline (Minnie) 

d’Erlanger (b.1940)  

 
.affa] %Â&jdYf_]j $`mrchill 

Married Winston Spencer 

Churchill (b. 1940) on 15 

July 1964, they were 

divorced on 21 February 

1997. 

4 children 11 

grandchildren 

 

4 Children 1. Lieutenant 

Randolph Leonard Churchill 

b.22 Jan 1965 2. Jennie 

Spencer Churchill b.25 Sep 

1966 3. Marina Spencer 

Churchill b. 11 Sept1967 4. 

John Gerard Averell 

Spencer Churchill b. 27 Aug 

1975 

 

1.Lieutenant Randolph 

married Catherine Z. 

Lancaster in 1992 at 

Westerham, Kent England. 

He gained rank of 

Lieutenant in the service of 

the royal Navy.  They have 

4 children.  a. Serena 

Barbara (b. 12 May 1996) b. 

Zoe (b. 29Oct 1998) c. 

Alice (b. 28 Apr 2003) d. 

John Winston Spencer 

Churchill (b. 30 Mar 2007) 

 

2.Jennie Spencer married 

James P. Repard on 16 

October 1993 at Church of 

St. Mary the Virgin, 

Westerham, Kent England. 

The have 2 children 

a.George Repard (b. 2 Aug 

1994) 

b.. Arabella Repard  (b.14 

Aug 1996) 

 

3.Marina Spencer was 

married to David W. J. 

Brounger 9 December 1999 

they have 3 children.  a. 

Henry (b. 1998) b. William 

(b. 2003) c. Olivia (b. 2003)  

 

4.John Gerard Averell 

Spencer married Charlotte 

M. Baber.  (Jack) and 

Charlotte have a son a. 

Edward Ian Spencer 

Churchill (b.6 Mar 2008). 

 

The Churchill Connection 

 
Sir Winston Leonard Churchill (30 Nov 

1874-24 Jan 1965). 

 

Churchill served as Prime 

Minister of the United 

Kingdom 1940-1945 and 

again in 1951-1955.  He was 

a noted statesman and 

orator.  He was an officer in 

the British army, historian, 

writer and artist.  He won 

the Nobel Prize in Literature 

and was the 1
st
 person to be 

recognized as an honorary 

Citizen of the USA. 

 

Randolph Churchill (28 

May 1911 ï 6 June 1968) 

was the only son of British 

Prime Minister Winston 

Churchill.  He had four 

sisters.  

 

  
Pamela Churchill Herriman 

 

On October 4, 1939 in 

Westminster England 
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Pamela Digby married 

Randolph Spencer Churchill 

son of Sir Winston Spencer-

Churchill and Clementine 

Ogilvy Hozier Baroness 

Spencer Churchill.  Pamela 

had quite a life. She married 

Randolph at 19 years of age 

and divorced him in 1948 

after 9 years of marriage.  

Their marriage did produce 

Pamelaôs only child shortly 

after birth Pamela and the 

newborn were photographed 

by Cecil Beaton for Life 

Magazine, its first cover of a 

mother with baby.  Winston 

Spencer-Churchill married 

in 1964 the daughter of Sir 

Gerard John Regis Leo 

dôErlanger, Mary Caroline 

(Minnie) dôErlanger.   

The Churchill family was 

very fond of Mary Caroline 

(Minnie) dôErlanger and 

they made her the Director 

of Churchill Heritage, which 

owns the copyright to Sir 

Winston Churchill's 

paintings. .  She had helped 

her husband politically 

when Churchill was elected 

to the House of Commons 

in 1970, as the Conservative 

Member of Parliament for 

Stretford, and later for 

Davyhulme Manchester 

when she held an active role 

in the Constituency with 

special interests for the 

elderly and the needy. 

Minnie has left no stone 

unturned in her effort to find 

the present whereabouts of 

many of Sir Winstonôs 

paintings.   

 

 

After his death in 1965 

several of his paintings were 

scattered into collections 

round the world. She is co-

author of a book titled Sir 

Winston Churchill: His Life 

and His Paintings.  

 

The new generation of 

dôErlangers continues to be 

involved in banking and 

airways and lots of new 

passions.  And they are still 

socializing with British  

royalty and are active in 

politics.  There are lots of 

cousins that share lots of 

family memories just like all 

of our families.  

 

 The City of Erlanger is 

privileged to meet a  

member of this family, 

Mary Caroline (Minnie) 

DôErlanger Churchill from 

England that affected all 

citizens of Northern 

Kentucky because her 

ancestor purchased a 

railroad so many years ago 

that went through our towns 

and changed them forever.  

March 9, 2010 will be the 

date that our guest will 

come to town to say Hello 

to Erlanger citizens. Come 

say Hello to her at the 

Erlanger City Building at 

1:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.jkº .Yjq $Yjgdaf] Ñ.affa]Ò \Â&jdYf_]j 

Churchill 

Will be visiting the City of 

Erlanger 
March 9, 2010 

Mayor Thomas Rouse will 
present  

Mrs. Churchill with the key to 
the city and a proclamation 

declaring March 9, 2010 
Äȭ%ÒÌÁÎÇÅÒ $ÁÙ. 

Come join the festivities and meet Mrs. 
Churchill from 1:00 until 2:00 p.m.  

At the Erlanger City Building 

Please remember to pay your 2010 Erlanger Historical Society Dues.   

The form is enclosed.  If you are a lifetime member just ignore this remainder. 
The Historical Societies 

of 
 Elsmere and Erlanger 
are very proud of the 

new Pictorial History of 
our cities. 

 
The Arcadia Book will 

be available on January 
25, 2010 

Cost is $21.99 
 

We will have several 
book signings and the 

book will be available at 
the Depot Museum on 

Crescent Ave 
 On Saturdays  
1:00 until 3:00 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cecil_Beaton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life_Magazine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life_Magazine

